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Leave the Wolves Alone! 
Wolf control is not needed in Alaska 
oren Eiseley, the 1976 HSUS Joseph Wood Krutch 
medalist, has written a moving account of the celebration 
of a sparrow hawk, released after a night of capture, re-
turning to his mate, waiting unseen in the broad blue sky of 
Nebraska. "I saw them both now. He was rising fast to meet 
her. They met in a great ... whirling circle and a dance of 
wings .... Then they were gone forever somewhere into those 
upper regions beyond the eyes of men." Writers like Eiseley 
have the gift of placing on paper images that transcend words 
and put our daily activities into the context of "being humane." 
l-and you, too--need the Eiseleys of this world to keep per-
spective open and hopeful in the face of our many negative ex-
periences. His writings remind us of a reality that is wild, with-
out limits, and free; life that is different from ours; and life that 
is best when it is left alone-Dr, at most, observed only fi·om a 
distance. 
I suppose some of these thoughts are the basis of my disqui-
et as I contemplate a planned, then canceled, and now poten-
tially reinstated wolf-control program in Alaska. Conveniently 
ignoring that wolf killers in the "lower forty-eight" have wiped 
out these beautif·ul and alluring, unusual and mysterious crea-
tures in almost every state, Alaskan government officials pro-
pose to begin wolf annihilation on our so-called last frontier. 
The HSUS would agree, reluctantly, to a wolf-control program 
if the wolf population were in an uncontrolled growth pattern 
that threatened the existence of the wolves themselves and oth-
ers who share the turf there. But, as even some state wildlife 
biologists agree, there is no overpopulation of wolves. Rational 
people (that is, those who aren't in the business of justifying 
wolf killing) are stmmed and profoundly dis-
turbed by the wolf-control program. 
Through the courtesy, and at the invitation, 
of Alaska's governor, Walter Hickel, HSUS 
Vice President, Wildlife and Habitat Protec-
tion, John W Grandy, Ph.D., joined me at the 
wolf summit convened in Fairbanks in Janu-
ary. The point of this meeting was to lay out 
all available information regarding the so-
called wolf problem and to seek a consensus for action among 
many interest groups. Although important detail was present-
ed, it was tabled in a hostile environment, in which we-and 
others with our views-were ridiculed as wolf worshipers and 
carpetbaggers. We literally passed through a gauntlet of indi-
viduals seeking to physically intimidate us as we made our way 
into the summit arena. Once inside, any suggestion that wolves 
were worthy of protection and should be left alone was greeted 
with a chorus of derision from several hundred hecklers. 
Thank goodness more than 70 percent of the Alaska citizenry 
is opposed to the proposed wolf-control program and the pro-
testers we confronted represented only a vocal, but insignifi-
cant, minority! 
The Alaska Board of Game wants to increase moose and 
caribou populations to attract more tourists and hunters to the 
state. The intention is misguided at best, given that, in many 
parts of the state, populations of moose and caribou are in-
creasing and may be near historic density. There may be one 
relatively small area in which moose and caribou populations 
are declining. This area does experience wolf and bear preda-
tion, but it also contains another predator-the sport hunter. 
The first step in moose and caribou population management 
should be the elimination of the hunting season. If the A Iaska 
Board of Game wishes to increase these populations statewide, 
then why not curtail sport hunting statewide? Tourists armed 
with cameras will be delighted to view the beauty of the 
Alaskan habitat and its abundant wildlife if they believe they 
are supporting and enhancing a sensitive and life-affirming 
government in the process. Since ecotourists outnumber sport 
hunters by an enormous ratio, economics 
should mandate animal protection rather than 
killing. 
Many concerned citizens have already sent 
messages to Alaskan authorities. It is time for 
us all to speak again. Send Governor Hickel 
(State of Alaska, PO Box 25526, Juneau, AK 
99802-5526) a short, crisp message: Leave 
the wolves alone! • 
Paul G. Irwin, President 
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